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Cumulative Index: 1917-52, the Experience of 35 Years 

F OR several years the continuing demand for  a cumulative index of the Journa l  of the American 
Oil Chemists '  Society has been an impor tan t  challenge to the staff, but  there seemed to be no vol- 
unteer  indexers at hand or funds  with which to pay  for professional indexing. Final ly  the staff 

made a s tar t  last F e b r u a r y  and by  diligent effort has brought  the work near ly  to completion. Sepa- 
rate indexes for  authors, technical subjects, committee reports,  and news articles provide references for 
the more than 15,000 pages published under  the auspices of the Society dur ing the past  35 years. 

Exact  plans for distr ibution will be announced as soon as approximate  costs 
and publicat ion date are known. 

Looking back on the accomplishment to date, the staff believes that  the 
hundreds of hours devoted to the t a sk  will have been well spent because the 
index will make readily accessible the vast amount  of useful information pub- 
lished by  the Society. Few persons could otherwise be aware of the wealth of 
data, ideas, and experience described by  the authors and committee chairmen 
who have wri t ten for  the Journal .  I t  has been an enlightening and worth- 
while experience (although admit tedly  tedious at times) to review this mate- 
rial, but  others will soon be able to share the experience easily by  r e fe r r ing  
to the index. 

A S the work has progressed, it has been interesting to note the efforts of 
ear ly governing and editorial boards to develop a creditable journal.  

Problems of obtaining suitable editorial mater ial  and advert is ing support  
were ever present.  (Incidental ly,  E. H. Sargent  and Company,  Chicago, was 
the first advert iser  35 years ago. 

A. R. Baldwin The determinat ion to obtain high quali ty papers  has been mainta ined 
dur ing the 35 years of publication. The admirable  persistence of the men 

who pioneered in establishing the journal  has been continued by  their  predecessors: The Chemists '  
Section of the Cotton Oil Press grew f rom a few pages in 1917 to a self-support ing Journa l  of the Oil 
and Fa t  Industr ies  in 1924. By 1932 the publicat ion name was changed to Oil and Soap;  in 1947 the 
present  name was adopted, thus increasing the scientific appeal. 

But  ahead of all this growth was the foresight of the first editor of the Journa l  of Oil and Fa t  
Industries,  H. S. Bailey, who commented as follows in the first issue in 1924: 

There  is a very  ev ident  need for  a f irst-class j ou rna l  in the  Eng l i sh  l a n g u a g e  b road  enough  in  i ts  scope to 
cover all phases  of  the  chemis t ry  and  technology  of edible f a t s ,  oils, and  g reases ;  a t  the  same t ime  sufficiently 
l imi ted  so t h a t  the  scientific inves t iga to rs ,  w o r k s '  chemists ,  engineers ,  and  m a n a g e r s  will no t  find i t  necessa ry  to 
peruse  a la rge  volume of l i t e ra tu re  in order to find the  f ew pages  on the  sub jec t s  in which they  are  in teres ted.  

As the  field of  chemis t ry  grows, the  n u m b e r  of  con t r ibu t ions  offered for  publ ica t ion  in such jou rna l s  as those 
of the  Amer i can  Chemical  Society, the  B r i t i sh  Chemical  Society, and  the  Society of Chemical  I n d u s t r y  increases.  
A n a t u r a l  consequence of th is  r ap id  mul t ip l i ca t ion  of records of l abora to ry  researches  and  p l an t  p roblems is 
delay,  o f ten  of m a n y  months ,  in the  pub l ica t ion  of valuable  mater ia l .  

Because  of the  res t r ic ted  field covered by the  J o u r n a l  of  Oil and  l~at Indus t r i e s ,  pape r s  accepted for  publica-  
t ion e~n be p r in t ed  wi th in  a shor t  t ime  a f t e r  they  have been passed  by  the  Boa rd  of Edi tors ,  t hus  render ing  
d is t inc t  service to bo th  the au tho r s  and  thei r  fellow workers.  

Inspi ra t ion passed along f rom Mr. Bailey to one editorial staff a f te r  another  has now culminated in 
the mag)~um opus, the prepara t ion  of a cumulative index covering a 35-year period and about 15,000 
references, to make available to all in the field of oils and fats  the technical data  and experience of 
past  research. Now, more than  ever, the Journal ,  through the cumulative index about  to be published 
and the annual  indexes to come, fulfills the basic need of the indus t ry  for  concentration of per t inent  
material  and for rap id  publication. I t  has become internat ional ly recognized as a leading publication 
in the field of animal, vegetable, and marine fats  and oils and their allied products  (including oil cake 
meals, soaps, synthetic detergents, d ry ing  oils protective coatings, f a t ty  acids, and f a t ty  acid deriva- 
tives). The dreams and predictions of the founders  appear  to be coming true. 

A .  l~. BALDWIN 

._ Editor,  J .A .O.C .S .  
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